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WorldView-2

WorldView-2 is the most advanced remote sensing satellite 
ever developed for commercial applications. It is the fourth 
satellite built by Ball Aerospace for DigitalGlobe and joins 
QuickBird and WorldView-1 in a constellation of spacecraft 
that offers the best high-resolution imagery data gathering 
capability available today.
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Quick Facts

•  The WorldView-2 spacecraft bus is the eighth 
modified version of the successful Ball 
Commercial Platform 2000.

•  Ball leveraged expertise from its successes 
on WorldView-1, QuickBird, QuikSCAT, ICESat, 
CloudSat, NPP, and Radarsat to develop 
WorldView-2.

•  The first two satellites in the DigitalGlobe 
constellation were also built by Ball: 
QuickBird, which launched October 18, 
2001 and WorldView-1, which launched 
September 18, 2007. 

•  WorldView-2 successfully launched October 
8, 2009.
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Overview
This high spatial resolution, multispectral satellite 
imagery is used for civil government mapping, land-
use planning, disaster relief, exploration, defense 
and intelligence, and visualization and simulation 
environments.

Ball Aerospace’s Role
Ball provided its Ball Commercial Platform (BCP) 
5000 spacecraft bus for WorldView-2, integrated the 
remote sensing instrument onto the bus, and tested 
the entire system. 

The BCP5000 accommodates next-generation 
optical and synthetic aperture radar remote sensing 
payloads, and is designed to be a flexible, stable, and 
highly accurate Earth remote sensing platform.

WorldView-2 provides unparalleled imaging 
capability for a planned mission of nearly eight years. 
It has the highest data gathering capability of any 
spacecraft commercially available. 

The advanced Control Moment Gyroscopes used for 
WorldView-2 — and previously for the WorldView-1 
satellite — enable unprecedented agility affording 
the satellites the flexibility to capture more imagery 
than ever before. 

WorldView-2’s added capability of direct tasking 
allows select DigitalGlobe customers around the 
world to load imaging profiles directly to the 
spacecraft and execute delivery of the data directly 
to their own ground stations. 
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